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In this Journal you will find the third in our series of the Naturalization cases recorded in 
the Minutes of the Washington County Superior Court. We are especially pleased to present 
this case v because the subject, Jacob Spier, is the grandfather and great grandfather, 
respectively, of two of our most supportive members, Roxie Spear Lay and Brenda Crowley. 

An intriguing facet of this case is the relationship of Jacob to our present Clerk of 
Court, Timothy Spear. When Tim assumed office, he had no inkling that his great grandfather 
had stood before that same court, nearly a century and a half ago, seeking citizenship. 

It is almost eerie that Phyllis Spruill Davenport should submit her article on "Mountain 
Hill" simultaneously with Brenda's article on Jacob. Mountain Hill, you see, was once the 
home of Jacob Spier. What a delightful coincidence for our Journal! See our May 1996 
Newsletter for Phyllis' recording of the Mountain Hill cemetery, in which many Spears and 
Spruills are buried. 
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"TO SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION... 



This is the third in our series of our series of naturalization cases found among the 
Minutes of the Washington County Superior Court. 

Tuesday after 2d Monday 
March 1847 

Jacob Spier 

Petition for Naturalization 

It appearing to court that the applicant is this case for citizenship has in due 
form and before a proper tribunal signified his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States more than two years since and that during said time he has 
demeaned himself as a good citizen, Ordered that he have leave now to take the 
necessary oaths prescribed by law; and thereupon the said Spier took the oaths 
accordingly. 

Jacob Spier (Spear) 

According to the Spear family Bible, Jacob was born November 13, 1 820. He told his 
children that he had been born in Germany and was Jewish. Unfortunately, no other 
information on his background is known. A family tradition states that Jacob came to this 
country with two brothers (a scenario familiar to researchers). As the story goes, his brothers 
left to buy goods for a store the three were running and never returned; no record of them has 
been found to date. A variation of this tale states that Jacob arrived in N.C. with 2 men named 
Adler. (The printed 1850 Census of Washington County, edited by Dr. John F. Schunk, lists a 
34-year old mariner born in N.C. whose surname appears to be Spear. What connection he has 
to Jacob, if any, is unknown.) 

Eighteen forty-seven was an important year for Jacob. On January 5, he married Ann 
(Nancy) Woodley (b. 23 December 1823 - d. 5 April 1859), daughter of Daniel Woodley. The 
couple had three sons. According to the Washington County Superior Court records, Jacob 
had declared his intention to become a citizen at least two years previously and had been a 
good citizen since that time, so in March of 1847 he apparently took the necessary oath of 
citizenship. 

When his wife Ann became ill, her first cousin, Ann Elizabeth Woodley (b. 1 5 October, 
1836 - d. 3 April 1900), daughter of Bailey Woodley and Charlotte (?Long?), acted as her 
nurse. After Ann's death, Jacob married Ann Elizabeth on July 14, 1859. With his second 
wife, Jacob had 10 more children. 

On both the 1 850 and 1 870 censuses, Jacob is listed as a farmer. In 1 860 his 
occupation is given as overseer, probably on Charles Pettigrew's Bonanza, as indicated by 
Wayne K. Durrili in War of Another Kind: A Southern Community in the Great Rehellion. 
Jacob was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the 1 1th Regiment, 3d Brigade of the N.C. 
Confederate Militia on December 3, 1861. 
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Jacob Spier died October 28, 1882 and was buried at Mt. Hill Cemetery in Washington 
County, North Carolina. 

BLC 

Sources 

1S5Q, IS60, 1870 U.S. Population Schedules, 

Bradley, Stephen E. North Carolina Confederate Militia Officers Roster: As Contained in The Adjutant- 
General's Officer's Roster. Wilmington, N.C.; Broadfoot. 1992. 

Durrill. Wayne K. War of Another Kind: A Southern Community in the Great Rebellion. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1990. 

Jacob Spier Family Bible, printed 1872. 

Washington County Superior Court Records, March 1847. 



Jacob Spier 
Family Tales 

Brenda Crowley, great-granddaughter of Jacob Spear (and writer of the above article), 
responded to our request for tales of the Spear family. She shared with us the stories, 
excerpted below, that she cannot present as fact as she has been unable to authenticate them. 
These tales are fine examples of "oral history", and certainly worthy of preservation. 

As to "Germantown," I've always heard the family mention that as being the 
place where Jacob lived when he first arrived in the area. Mother seems to think 
it was in the Pea Ridge section of the county. Again, according to family 
members, a number of Germans settled there. Fve never seen "Germantown" in 
any records of Washington County that Fve looked at and, if I remember 
correctly, there is only one other German on the 1850 Washington County 
Census, so,.. ?? 

As to family stories, Fve heard several different versions of a number, so 
wouldn't know which to choose.... 1. One tradition says Jacob was a stowaway 
coming to America. Some relatives believe he landed in New York, others 
aren't sure about that. 2. Another has him hiding some of the Pettigrew (some 
say Collins) silver and cotton from the Yankees (one version says they found the 
cotton but not the silver, while another says they found both). 3. Some family 
members believe he had some military training in Germany and that Confederate 
forces pressured him to join something he did not want to do. Jacob has many 
descendants, so you can imagine the number of variations on any story. 1 am 
very hesitant to put them in an article.... 

(Letter: Brenda Crowley to Ed Norman, June 10, 1996) 



WCGSJ 



32 



AUG 19% 



Jacob Spier 




The house was Jacob's homcplace located outside Cherry. Mountain Hill Cemetery is, or was 
at one time, on this property. In an 1 S7CTS deed Jacob indicates that this property was known 
locally as the Noah Phelps Plantation. The house was built prior to the Civil War. Photo 1980. 

BIX 
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MOUNTAIN HILL 
Located Between Cherry and Lake Phelps 

My parents, Dewey Sidney Spmill and Emma Elizabeth Lucas were married on 
December 17, 1919 by Tom F. Davenport, J. P. in Washington County. They lived at the home 
of my grandparents, William Warren Spmill and Lucy Ambrose Spmill, known as Mountain 
Hill. I do not know when the house was built, but have been told it is one of the older homes 
in the area. It is located between Cherry, N.C. and Lake Phelps. The remains of the home are 
still standing, a silent ghost of the past. The floor boards have been removed, fireplaces 
vandalized, part of the roof missing, crumbling plaster and the front porch fallen away. The 
site still remains in the Spmill family. 

I recently traveled down the lane leading to Mountain Hill and wished I had listened 
more closely when Mother reminisced of her years spent there. One memory is of their first 
child, a brilliant little boy named Julian Reid. His favorite chore as a tiny toddler was to break 
the grains from an ear of corn to feed the chickens. They'd knock him to the ground, but he'd 
scramble back up and pop off another kernel. He knew his letters as soon as he could talk. 
Dewey and Emma were only allowed to enjoy this bright little fellow for 1 8 months. While 
playing upstairs on the bed with his father, he fell, striking his head. He began mnning a high 
fever and died a few days later, with the doctor being unable to help. He was buried behind the 
house, across the field in Mountain Hill Cemetery, 
where in just a few years, his grandparents would 
be laid to rest next to him. The weather was warm 
at the time of his death, and he was buried in a thin 
white dress as children wore at that time. Mother 
said when the weather began to change, she'd 
stand at the window, watching his grave, and 
longing to dress her baby in warm clothes. 

This Mountain Hill Cemetery is the burial 
ground for numerous families other than Spruills. 
Weathered tombstones and markers reveal Spears, 
Phelps, Chaplins, Barnes, Edwards, just to name a 
few. My sisters have memories of funeral 
processions coming past the house and them being 
made to go inside and not being allowed to play 
out of respect to the grieving families. Information 
gathered from various sources reveal at least 50 
grave sites. In 1 990 & 9 1 , my husband and I 
worked several times trying to clear the site. At 
the present time, I'm sad to say. Mountain Hill 
Cemetery is once again grown over with bushes, 
weeds, and briars. 

PSD 




William Warren Spruill & 
Lucy Ann Ambrose Spmill 
holding Julian Reid Spruill 
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TIDBITS 



1814 Snoad B. Carraway & his. wife Ann Penelope Carraway to Thomas Johnson WSH CO 
D.B. C 441/469 deals with property delivered to Ann Penelope Lee, now Ann Penelope 
Carraway by her brother Thomas Lee in last will and testament dated 23 March 1810 which 
will was proved June Term 18 10.. words contained in the will to wit: Item-My will and desire 
is that all my lands be equally divided between my Brother Stevens Lee and my sister Ann 
Penelope Lee. 

1815 James R. Creasy of Chowan County to Reuben Carnal WSH CO D.B. D p. 28 tract 
which Benjamin Spruill devised in his will to his son George E. SpruilL Poplar Neck Tract 

1847 James W. Bell to John G. Williams WSH CO D.B. J. p. 479 lands on which Joshua 
White lives & known as lands of Jonathan Corprew & then Malachi Corprew which lands were 
devised to Churchill Corprew by his father Malachi Corprew. A life estate was reserved to 
Elva Corprew which was devised to her by her husband Malachi Corprew. Note: This land 
was previously conveyed to James W. Bell by Churchill Corprew. 

1812 James Etheridge & wife Affey Etheridge, Samuel Jarvis & wife Betsey Jarvis, & 
Solomon Ashbee of Currituck County, Heirs of Abel Ashbee, Dec'd. to Hezekiah Spruill of; 
Tyrrell County WSH CO D.B. C 243/271 

1812 Samuel Ashbee, William Ashbee, Sarah Cavender, Daniel Baum & wife Polly Baum, 
heirs of Abel Ashbee, Esqr., Dec'd. to Hezekiah Spruill of Tyrrell County WSH CO D.B. C 
267/295 

1 846 Churchill Corprew of the State of Alabama to James W. Bell WSH CO D.B. J p. 289 
tract adjoining Alfred Garrett's lands & the lands on which Joshua White lives & known as the 
land of Jonathan Corprew & then Malachi Corprew which was devised to said Churchill by his 
father 

1847 James W. Bell to John G. Williams & Alfred T. Garrett WSH CO D.B. J p. 479 land 
adjoining Alfred T. Garrett's land, land on which Joshua White lives & known as lands of 
Jonathan Corprew & then Malachi Corprew which lands were devised to Churchill Corprew by 
his father Malachi Corprew reserving life estate of Elva Corprew devised to her by her husband 
Malachi Corprew 

1839 Joseph W. Pender to Thomas E. Pender WSH CO D.B. H p. 266 Power of Attorney 
Joseph W. Pender being about to remove "appoint my brother Thomas E. Pender" my attorney 
to act in matters of my right and that of my wife Mary. 

1842 Kenneth Everett of Edgecombe County to Thomas E. Pender WSH CO D.B. H p. 257 
power of Attorney relative to my interest in the estate of my father David Everett 

1840 Seaberry Tredwell, Joseph Kissam & Samuel Kissam of the city, county and state of 
New York to Thomas E. Pender WSH CO D.B. H p. 267 lot #99 in the Town of Plymouth 
whereon Josiah Flower lived in his lifetime. 
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1827 Petition of Nancy Harrison of James Long & wife Harriet & of Thomas Harrison by his 
next friend Julian Picot to divide negroes. WSH CO D.B. F p. 412 This deed states that Elijah 
Harrison is the husband of Nancy & father of Harriet Long & Thomas Harrison. 

1847 George Nicholls Estate by Jury to Sally Nicholls, widow of George Nicholls WSH CO 

D. B. J p. 469 Dower 

1847 George Nicholls Estate to Ann M. Nicholls, Jehu Nicholls & Thomas B. Nicholls WSH 
CO D.B. J p. 470 Division Deed 

1848 Joseph B. Griffin of the first part & Anna Maria Nicholls of the second part & Charles 
Latham of the third part WSH CO D.B. J p. 636 Marriage Contract 

1849 Joseph B. Griffin & Anna Marie Griffin, his wife, to Jehu Nicholls WSH CO D B J p 
748 

1874 Dr. William Hunter & his wife Janie B. Hunter of Halifax County to Mary E. Bell WSH 
CO D.B. Op. 691 

1874 Thomas W. Bell & Isabel R. Bell, his wife, of County of Clark, State of Illinois to Mary 

E. Bell WSH CO D.B. p. 693 

1803 William Harrison to "my son" Joseph Harrison WSH CO D.B. Bp. 120 life estate for 
him and wife reserved 

1816 Benjamin Harrison, Senr. to Benjamin Harrison, Junr. "to my sun" WSH CO D B Dp 
166 

1811 Edmund Blount to John Harrison WSH CO D.B. C 238/266 It being the lot where 
Thomas Brown formerly lived and now occupied by Edmund Skittlethorp. 

1822 Nancy Airs, Senr. to Aaron Harrison WSH CO D.B. F p. 38 set over and deliver up all 
my right, title and stake to all lands purchased by said Harrison of my sons Asa Airs and John 
Airs and my daughter Affa Stubbs. 

1849 Joseph B.G. Roulhac, John G. Roulhac, Frances L. Roulhac & Jane M. Roulhac to 
Samuel Kissam of City and State of New York WSH CO D.B. G p. 844 property which was 
devised by Charles Johnston to his son Thomas. 

1811 Miles Hardy to Harris Smith WSH CO D.B. C 237/265 all right, etc. acquired by my 
intermarriage with my wife Frances Hardy and laid off as dower to her in the lands of her 
former husband Thomas Mackey Dec'd. on 30 Mar. 1796 in Court of Tyrrell 

1816 William Smith Estate by Comrs. to Jacob Smith Heirs WSH CO D.B. Dp. 157 Heirs 
named were Happy Long, Jeremiah Phelps, Nancy Phelps, Selah Phelps & Darius Phelps 

1849 Elizabeth Rodes to Andrew L. Chesson WSH CO D.B. J p. 700 tract on SS Albemarle 
Sound adjoining lands of Bennett Marriner, Andrew L. Chesson & others known as the lands 
of James Long, Dec'd. on which he lived & from whom I heired it. 

DHS 
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A BEAUFORT-HYDE MAYFLOWER CONNECTION 



The following article is from the address of WCGS member Betsy Modlin, descendant 
of Rotheas Latham, at the Society's November 1995 meeting. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Rotheas Latham had been "lost" to Mayflower history since shortly after his birth in 
1725. What a surprise when he surfaced two hundred sixty nine years later in 1994, the 
progenitor of many, many descendants still living and prospering in North Carolina, points far 
away and in-between! Not only had Rotheas been lost, but apparently so had his parents, 
Deborah Hardin Latham and Thomas Latham, his sister, Deliverance, and his brothers, Phineas 
and James. But more later about other family members. 

Rotheas Latham was born in East Bridgewater, MA, a descendant of Pilgrim, James 
Chilton. Latham's father, Thomas, married Deborah Hardin about 1711 and Rotheas, one of 
several children of that marriage, was born in 1725. Although Mayflower Families, \ \ 2, lists 
Rotheas, it does not list his, brothers, Phineas and James. Research shows, however, all three 
brothers living in Eastern North Carolina in the mid-1 700's. According to The DAR Patriot 
Index , Phineas was born in 1713, making him the older of the three. James may have been . 
born in NC, as his birth date, also recorded in to The DAR Patriot Index is 1736, and the 
earliest record I found of the family in NC was 1734. Family records also show that Phineas 
and James named sons for their brother, Rotheas. 

It is not known when, why, or how Deborah Hardin Latham and Thomas Latham came 
to North Carolina with some of their children, but records found in the state prove without 
doubt that they left Massachusetts and literally dropped from Mayflower history. Other 
research needs to be done to determine the answers to these questions. 

The first recording of a name from that family in NC, to my knowledge, is that of 
Deliverance Latham as witness to the will of Elizabeth Lillington of Bath, NC, in 1734. It is 
my guess that this Deliverance was probably a daughter of Deborah and Thomas and not the 
grandmother, also named Deliverance Latham, who 1 assume was still living in East 
Bridgewater, MA, since her death is recorded in Mayflower Families, V, 2 as occurring in East 
Bridgewater before 1 January 1749. Deliverance, the sister, old enough to witness the will, 
would have been necessarily older than her brother, Rotheas, only nine at the time. Another 
event in the life of the boy occurred in late summer of 1740. His mother, Deborah, "wife of 
Thomas Latham, mill wright" was waylaid on "the King's High Road by Mary Lewes, a 
mulatto servant of Mary Power, widow, now Mary Duncan, wife of Abraham Duncan." Mary 
Lewes "stoped and held the horse of Debra Latham while Mary Power, now Mary Duncan, did 
assault, beat & abuse the said Debra Latham with horsewhip and other weapons of which 

strokes & lashes the said Deborah long languished in danger of her life " Deborah brought 

suit in the matter and a complaint was issued against Mary Duncan and Mary Lewes on 30 
August 1740, in the General Court and Assize of Beaufort and Hyde Counties in Bath. Among 
other witnesses names was Rotheas, Deborah's fifteen-year-old son. 

What is known about the adult Rotheas - husband, father, grandfather, and citizen - is 
revealed from the extant headstone of his first wife, Elizabeth; the will of his 2nd wife's father, 
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his own will, the will of his 2nd wife, Sarah Jordan Martin Latham, and Colonial Records of 
North Carolina. 

Elizabeth was born in 1727, probably in Hyde County, NC, and died there 10 May 
1766, at the age of 39. She is buried close to the shore of the Pungo River at the old site of 
Woodstock in Hyde County, now a part of Beaufort County. From this union were born three 
sons and one daughter: Phineas (named for the brother of Rotheas), Seth, Jesse, and Mary. 
T.R. Topping in his recent publication Topping Latham Family History lists 540 descendants 
for eleven generations from this Latham line. This listing, I am certain, scratches only the 
surface of a very large population of Pilgrim descendants. After Elizabeth's death, Rotheas 
married the widow, Sarah Jordan Martin, who also had children of her own. Although Rotheas 
and Sarah had no children together, his only daughter, Mary, married one of Sarah's sons, 
Daniel Martin, later giving Rotheas and Sarah ten grandchildren in common - four boys and six 
girls - many of whom, I'm sure, were born after their grandfather's death. One of them, the 
oldest boy, Rotheas Martin, is remembered in Rotheas Latham's will. 

From the time Rotheas reached young manhood until the day he died, he was a 
prominent landowner and active in the business and political affairs of his county and state. 
One early deed recorded in 1750 when he was about twenty-five years old, names him 
receiving from Jarius Smith and others on-half a tract of land bound by Jos. Hollowell and 
William Cording. In the September 1758 court, he received approval to build a mill on Jack's 
Creek in Hyde County. At that same court, he sen/ed as a juror. Later, Rotheas deeded one 
hundred eighty one acres of land together with mills to Michael Coutanche and John Odean at 
the September 1760 session of court. The next year in march at Woodstock, Rotheas was 
sworn in as a Justice of the Peace in Hyde County having been appointed by Governor Arthur 
Dobbs. His commission was dated 25 November 1760. In 1761, he was summoned to appear 
in court as a witness to testify in the case of Wright vs Matthew Pawson. That same year in 
August, Latham made what was probably his most significant purchase of land; he was granted 
a land patent for 300 acres lying on the mill pond at the head of Pantego Creek. The cost 
shown on the grant was ten shillings with a yearly rent of twelve shillings. The land was 
located by a survey made 26 May 1760 and is where the heart of the small town of Pantego, 
NC is now located. Politically, he continued to serve the county as Justice of the Peace as 
indicated by his being sworn once again in 1769 and in 1776. 

Rotheas began his state political career in 1773 as a representative from Hyde County 
to the Assembly at New Bern under the leadership of Governor Martin. Records show that on 
6 March 1 773 his estimate of allowances due and payable for 70 pounds was approved by the 
upper house. He again represented Hyde County as a member of the First Provincial Congress 
meeting in New Bern on 25 August 1774. This meeting was called after Governor Martin 
dismissed the Assembly. The Congress approved of the plan of a General Congress in 
Philadelphia in September and elected William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and Richard Caswell to 
represent North Carolina. These delegates to Philadelphia were instructed to express the firm 
determination of the people against all unconstitutional oppression. 

With the country in the heat of The War of Independence, the fifty-year-old Latham 
was appointed a colonel in the Hyde County Minute Men and later was appointed to the same 
position when the militia was formally organized by the Provincial Congress. During this time, 
he also was a delegate to the Hillsboro Provincial Congress of August 1775. 
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On 4th April 1776, Latham represented Hyde County as a delegate to the 4th 
Provincial Congress at Halifax, NC, where the historic Halifax Resolves were written. Latham, 
along with other Hyde County delegates - Joseph Hancock, John Jordan, and Benjamin 
Parmelly - voted in favor of instructing the North Carolina delegates to the Continental 
Congress to vote for separation from England. These Resolves are noted as the precursor to 
the Declaration of Independence. 

Rotheas continued to serve Hyde County and North Carolina as a member of the 
House of Commons in 1780 and 1781. 

Nothing is known concerning the circumstances of his death in 1784, but the existence 
of his lengthy will, probated in Hyde County Court in the November 1784 term, assumes that 
he died of natural causes surrounded by the warmth and devotion of a large and loving family. 

Sarah died about 1794. Neither of the two gravesites is recorded. 

Latham's Pilgrim ancestor, James Chilton, signer of the Mayflower Compact and oldest 
of the Pilgrims, died in port at Cape Cod on board the Mayflower in November 1620 after 
sailing from the English port of Plymouth in September of the same year. It is ironic that he 
never set foot on the land he had struggled so valiantly to reach. Legend has it, however, that 
his young daughter, Mary, was the first of the Pilgrims to set foot on that new shore, either at 
Cape Cod Harbor or Plymouth Rock - which, is not known. I would like to think that this 
grandmother of mine was so honored by the other Pilgrims out of regard for her father. 

There is irony, too, for this descendant who grew up in Washington, NC. Though I 
have lived in the neighboring town of Plymouth, NC, most of my adult life, Washington to me 
has always been home. It was not until I retired from teaching and began to work on family 
history that I discovered just what close ties I actually have to my adopted home - by way of 
Plymouth, England, and Plymouth, Massachusetts. Imagine my surprise, however, at what, I 
was later informed by North Carolina Mayflower Historian William G. Allen, was my most 
significant discovery: I had established a new line of descendancy from James Chilton through 
his sixth-generation grandson, Rotheas Latham, and my sixth-generation grandfather, long 
considered "lost" to the Society of Mayflower Descendants. 

Evidence proves that Rotheas Latham, like James Chilton and his daughter, Mary 
Chilton Winslow, made his mark in the sands of time and in the history of his nation. He, 
obviously, was an intelligent, busy, and productive man - loved by his family and honored by 
his neighbors, friends, community, and state - a descendant worthy of this Pilgrim heritage. 

I am happy to be the grandchild who "found" him. 

BHBM 

♦ ♦♦♦♦ 

"This is the final test of a gentleman; his respect for those who can be of no possible 
service to him" 

William Lyon Phelps (1865-1943) 
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LAWS OF 1715 
Some Penalties for White Female Indentured Servants 

XII. And Be It Further Enacted that if any Woman Servant shall be 
gotten with Child in this Country & bring it forth in the time of her Servitude she 
shall serve Two Years to her Master or Owner for her Offence over & above 
what punishment she shall be & is Lyable unto for her Fornication. 

XIII. Provided always that Women Servants comeing into this Country 
with Child shall not fall under the Penalty of this Act. And in case a Woman 
servant shall in the time of her servitude be delivered of a child begotten by her 
Master then instead of the two years servitude to her Master she shall be sold by 
the Church Wardens of the Precinct or parish where the fault is committed for 
two years after her time by Indenture or Custome is fiillfilled. And the Money 
arising by the said sale shall be disposed of by the Vestry for the use of the 
Parish. 

XIV. And Be It Further Enacted by the Authority afors'd that where any 
White woman whether Bond or Free shall have a Bastard child by a Negro, 
Mulatto or Indyan over & above the Two years service to her Master or Owner 
she shall immediately upon the Expiration of her time to her present Master or 
Owner pay down to the Church Wardens of the Parish wherein such shall be 
born for the use of the said Parish the sum of Six pounds Current Money of this 
Province or be by them sold for two years to the use aforesaid. 

XV. And Be It Further Enacted that in the case last aforementioned the 
Church Wardens aforesaid are hereby Impowered to bind out the said children to 
be servants untill they arrive at & be of the full age of Thirty One Years. And if 
any Proffits shall accrue or may be made by the Binding out of such Children the 
same shall be accounted for by the Church Wardens to the Vestry or applied for 
& toward the use of the Parish. 

Colonial Records, Vol. XXIII, p. 64-65: Saunders 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

NOT YOUR FAVORITE COUSIN, HENRY? 

Henry Alexander was sheriff of Tyrrell County, and had lived about five miles west of 
Fort Landing before removing to Tennessee. In more than one of his letters to his old friend, 
Ebenezer Pettigrew, he spoke disparagingly of Anson Spruill, son of his aunt Amelia. Anson, 
Henry felt, was dragging the old lady to poverty and utter ruin. 

Writing from Memphis in August 1843, Henry vowed that "...if I had her out here I 
would Gladly feed, cloth & take care of her — but as for Anson he is not fit to bait a bare trap 
with for no Drunkard is Good for anything..." 

O'he Pettigrew Papers, Vol. II. SCA&I!) 
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MODLIN 



As I am trying to write about the Modlin' s, I realize I know almost nothing. I do 
know, we came from Lovick/Lovic/Lovett Modlin and his wife Eliza or Cynthia or Nancy. 
Yes I have found Lovick with three wives. In the 1840 Martin County Census, Lovick popped 
up in Jamesville. Lovick's household had 3 males and 2 females. In 1850, Lovick and Eliza 
are shown with Elizabeth, Samuel, Mills, Sarah, Joseph, and Alfred. It is interesting to note 
there was also an Alfred Modlin (8) in the home of William Jones. In the 1860 Census shows 
Lovick, Cynthia (wife) and family: 22, spinster; 20, day labor; 18, 15, 14, 12, 9 and 1. The 
next record I found on Lovick was his will proved in Probate Court on August 23, 1881. The 
will left land and personal property to Nancy, his wife; daughter, Annie Maria and son, Joseph. 

The big question is who were Lovick's parents and where did they originate. The 1800 
Martin County Census lists brothers Miles and Nathan Modlin. The 1830 Martin County 
Census shows Miles had two sons born between 1800-1810 and one born between 1810-1815. 
Nathan had only one son listed born 1800-1810. In addition, Anthony Modlin born 1800- 
1810, was listed and he could be Nathan's son. According to Wayne Modlin, if Lovick and 
Harmon were brothers, they could be the sons of Miles Modlin, Harmon being the one born 
1 8 1 0- 1 8 1 5 and Lovick being born 1 800- 1810. Nathan appeared in the 1 790 Perquimans 
County Census. It's assumed Nathan was the head of the household. There were 3 males over 
16 years of age along with 4 females. This household probably contained some of his brothers 
(including Miles) and sisters and perhaps a wife. Nathan and Miles' parents were Gideon 
Maudlin and wife Mary Mullen. According to Perquimans County marriages Miles Modlin and 
Tamer Low were married 14 May 1774. Gideon's will written 10 October 1776 and proved 
January 1777 is found in Perquimans County Will Book C, page 189. The will lists wife Mary, 
sons: Zebud, Nathan, Samuel, Gideon, Elisha, John and Mills (Miles), daughters, Mary Wells, 
Deborah and Margaret Modlin, and son-in-law, Joseph Wells. Executors were wife Mary, and 
son Zebud with Benjamin Albertson, Gabriel Cosand and Simon Broswell as witness. Gideon 
first appeared in Perquimans County records on the 1750 Tax List. He probably was born in 
1720, the son of Edward Modlin. Edward, born 1 1 February 1695 in Perquimans County, was 
the son of Ezekiel Maudlin and wife Hannah Nicholson. 

Ezekiel Maudlin first in Perquimans, came from London according to family tradition. 
It's possible he came over on the ship "Olive Branch." His name doesn't appear on any 
records of the Lower Virginia counties; neither do the Quaker records show a person of this 
name. The opinion is that he came straight from England to Perquimans or he landed first in 
New England where he married Hannah Nicholson (daughter of Christopher Nicholson and 
wife Hannah Rednap) who was born 4 Mch 1667. Ezekiel and Hannah had: Edward b. 1 1 
Feby 1695; Ezekiel b. 2 April 1698; Mary b. 2 Mar. 1700-1701; Elizabeth b. 20 Nov. 1703; 
Sarah b. 28 Apr. 1706; Ezekiel died 16 Mch 1705-1706. (According to the Roman Calendar.) 
Ezekiel was granted land in Perquimans county 20 June 1703, which he conveyed to Timothy 
Clare, 26 April 1705. He evidently died intestate, as no will appears in Perquimans. 

By the way, Lovick was the surname of a prominent Perquimans family, where the 
Modlins were originally. In the 1700's Miles Harvey was living in Perquimans. Perhaps the 
Modlins were related, or maybe they just named their sons after friends or neighbors. 

On 13 September 1993, Jennifer Sheppard and I visited David Modlin in Lewiston who 
showed us a paper about the ship "Olive Branch." The captain was William Allen. Benjamin 
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Maudlin came to Maryland in 1663 and Ezekiel Maudlin arrived in North Carolina circa 1690. 
In early times, the maritime interests of England was concerned with exports of goods. 
Passengers were incidental and ships were incidental and ships were not built to comfort 
passengers. The journey across the Atlantic in a small ship was marked with hardships. When 
the ship reached port, the pioneers faced unforeseen problems which they overcame with their 
determination. The original family is listed in Colonial records. There was no limit to a choice 
of homesite— land was free and no lord was to take his money for rents. He was a freeman m 
a free land. 

Nobody has proved from where the Modlins came. The following information comes 
from Harold S. Modlin: "Ezekiel's life in Britain is still a mystery. We know that he was a 
Quaker, so its assumed he came to America because of the persecution of Quakers in England 
at that time. Were there other Maudlins who came to America at that time, or later? Did 
Ezekiel have any brothers? Did they stay in Britain, or did they go to France, or elsewhere? 
Thanks to the records of the Society of Friends, we know the history of the Modlins in 
America. Harold's father said that we were "Scot-Irish." We know that the name Maudlin 
was in use in Scotland at one time, for Sir Walter Scott wrote of a character named Maudlin in 
the "The Lady of the Lake" 

I wonder if changing the spelling of Maudlin to Modlin had anything to do with the 
meaning. The meaning according to The World Book Encyclopedia Dictionary : maudlin 
(mod'len), adj. 1. sentimental in a weak, silly way; Sympathy for criminal is often maudlin. Is 
this a time— for a maudlin universal sympathy? (Mrs. Humphry Ward). 2. sentimental and 
tearful because of drunkenness or excitement; It is but yonder empty glass that makes me 
maudlin moral (Tennyson.) [Middle English Maudlin, Maudeleen pronunciation of (Mary) 
Magdalene, often painted as weeping.] maud'lin ly adv. maud'lin ness, n. But then too, we 
have to remember that many of our ancestors could not read or write, and the only times their 
names were written were when they got married or bought or sold land. If they couldn't spell, 
the county clerk would write the name down the way it sounded to him. 

According to RandMcNally Contemporary World Atlas there is a Modlin, Poland and 
a Modling, Austria. 

Lovick was born circa 1804 and died 1881. Lovick's will was written 3 February 1870 
and signed in the presence of H.W. Mizell and witness John D. Modlin. Lovic left to wife 
Nancy (her lifetime) and to "my daughter Ann Maria the place I now live containing 14 1/2 
acres more or less and all the building thereon also one cow and two yearlings and two sows 
and pigs also all my house hould and kitchen furniture of every kind and also all my bees. I 
give to my son Joseph my horse and cart, plows and tools of all kinds and that he is to look ^ 
after my wife and child so long as they live." His will was probated 23 August 1881. Lovic's 
will is in Martin County Will Book 3, p. 210-21 1. 

Lovic and wife Eliza had the following children: Elizabeth b. 1840; Samuel b. 1842, d. 
before 1894; Mills b. 1844; Sarah b. 1846; Joseph b. 1847; and Alfred b. 1849, d. 8 November 
1927. 

BMR 

Note: The above article was prepared for the Alfred & Fannie Phelps Modlin Family Reunion, 
November 1995. 
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO IN OLD TYRRELL 
Selected Items From the Minutes of The Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions: 1796 

JANUARY TERM . Jeremiah Frasier, Charles Spruill, & John Tarkinton, Esqs., presiding. 

• John Caroon qualified as executor of the will of John Caroon 

• Abegale Adams was appointed administrator of estate of Isaac(?) Adams. Thomas Everett 
and Edward Walker, securities. 

• Mary Spruill was appointed to administer on estate of Edward Spruill. John Ansley and 
John Bateman, securities. 

• Ordered that Benjamin Spruill, son of Joseph Spruill, be appointed guardian to Charles 
Lucas. 

• The division of some part of the estate of Nehemiah Norman was exhibited by Capt. 
Nathan Hooker, one of the dividers. 

• Samuel Chesson was appointed administrator of the estate of John Davenport. 

• Jeremiah Frasier was appointed guardian of Nathan Norman. 

• Samuel Chesson was appointed guardian to Charles Norman. 

• Bill of sale of a grist mill from Jesse Hardison to Martin R. Byrd was proved in open court. 

• Deed of sale of land from Cornelius Swain to John Swain was proved by oath of John 
Swain. 

• Simeon Norman qualified as executor of will of James Jones. 

• Ordered that James Swain be allowed 12 pounds 7 shillings 6 pence for keeping a free ferry 
Jan 1795-Jan 1796. 

• Isaac Davenport: 18 pounds 1 shilling (as above). 

• Isaac Davenport allowed 10 pounds for keeping free ferry for the ensuing year. 

• Jurors to next Superior Court at Edenton: Levi Blount, Esq., William Fagan, Esq., and 
Isaac Patrick. 

• Tax 1795: 1 shilling six pence per poll; 6 pence per 100 acres. 
APRIL TERM 

• Devotion Perisho appointed to administer estate of Joseph Perisho. William Howell and 
Joseph Chapman, securities. 

• Stephen Swain was granted leave to keep ferry from his own house to Sandy Point. 

• Jeremiah Phelps, executor of Edward Phelps, returned inventory. 

• Richard Fagan was appointed Constable in the district above Kendricks Creek. 



WCGSJ 



43 



AUG 1996 



• Deed of sale of a Negro woman from Levin Borman to Daniel Leggett proved by oath of 
Asa Hardison. 

• Inventory of estate of Jamima Davenport was returned by John Swain, administrator. 

• The jury summoned to "try the condition of Holt Snell" finds "the said Holt Snell is 
noncompas mentus and stands in need of a guardian". 

• Ordered that execution issue against Moses Davenport for 3 pounds 10 shillings for 
support and maintenance of a bastard child begotten by Moses upon the body of Mary 
Allcock. 

• Ordered that the executors of Thomas Harrison, deceased, pay unto Esther Harrison 12 
pounds for the maintenance of John Harrison, infant son of said deceased from April Term 
1795 to April 1796. 

• Thomas Warrington was appointed guardian to Holt Snell. 

• John Patrick and Stephen Bateman were both licensed to keep ordinaries. 

JULY TERM 

• "A deed of sale of land from Friley Jones to the Church Wardens for the poor" was proved 
by the oath of Richard Draper. 

• Ordered that the Reverend Charles Pettigrew by discharged from paying a double tax for 
the year 1795, agreeable to the petition filed. 

• The last will and testament of Joshua Tarkenton was introduced and proved by oath of 
Taylor. 

• Zelpha Tarkenton and Joseph Tarkenton qualified as executors of Joshua. 

• Inventory of estate of John Jones was returned on oath by Simeon Norman. 

• Henry Alexander and Joseph Alexander qualified as executors of Joseph Alexander. 

• Thomas Warrington was appointed constable. 

• Ordered that Col. Edmund Blount, executor of will of Thomas Lee, have leave to sell the 
perishable part of the estate. 

• William Murrey and his securities ordered to pay 7 pounds for support and maintenance of 
bastard on Jemima Phelps. 

• List of sales of estate of Edward Phelps, deceased, amounting to 55 pounds 6 shillings four 
pence was returned in court by Jeremiah Phelps. 

• Ordered that Samuel Fox(?) have leave to keep an ordinary "at his place of business". 

• William McGound licensed to keep ordinary. 

• Ordered that the execution returned by Capt. Hathaway levied on the land of John 
Davenport lay over till the Accounts of the administrator be audited. 
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• Ordered that John Garrett, Joseph Garrett and Samuel Corprew be allowed for their 
services as patrollers for the years 1795 the deduction of their county and parish taxes as 
the law directs. 

OCTOBER TERM . Jeremiah Frasier, Robert Dawson, and John Tarkenton, Esqs., presiding. 

• Jeremiah Frasier, Levi Blount, and Christopher Duckett appointed to audit and settle the 
accounts of Thomas and Levi Stubbs, executors of Thomas Harrison. 

• Asa Brooks granted leave to keep an ordinary at the house of Zebulon Tarkenton. 

• Deed from Jesse Furlaw to George Oliver was proved by oath of James Ambrous. 

• Levin Davis gave bond for support and maintenance of his bastard child on Mary 
Craddock. 

• Charles Spruill, Esq., appointed guardian to Sally Swain, orphan of John Swain. Henry 
Norman and Thomas Hopkins, securities. 

• George Dawson and John Davenport appointed patrollers from Chapel Swamp to Lee's 
Mill. 

• Samuel Chesson appointed guardian to Joshua Swift and Swain Swift, orphans of Joseph 
Swift. 

• Ordered that a road be laid out from the path that leads to Isaac Patrick's plantation near 
Ft. Landing down to the creek. 

• "State agst N.N. and E.F." Nathan Norman and Elizabeth Frasier "not guilty of 
larceny"., of Trespass only. 

This is the fourth year that we have run a 'Two Hundred Years Ago" article. We again 
emphasize that the above items are but a small sampling of the multitude of cases (mostly civil) 
handled each term of the Tyrrell County Court. No one seriously interested in genealogy or 
local history can afford to ignore this invaluable resource. The Minutes may be read from 
microfilm at the Washington County Library. 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

STATE VS NORMAN & FRASIER 
"What a Tangled Web We Weave..." 

We see in the above article that, at October Term 1796, Nathan Norman and Elizabeth 
Frasier were found not guilty of "larceny", but guilty of "trespass". Only rarely do we find this 
sort of case before the County Court. We would expect cases of this nature to be brought in 
the Edenton District Superior Court. 
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The case is especially intriguing due to the relationship of Nathan and Elizabeth to the 
senior justice of the Tyrrell court. We see from the above that Jeremiah Frasier, Esq., was on 
the bench on opening day of the term, though he almost surely didn't sit on this case, as he was 
the father of the defendant Elizabeth. We also see that, by appointment at January Term, he 
was guardian to Nathan Norman, the other defendant. 

Nathan was then in his late "minority". He was the third of the four sons of Nehemiah 
Norman, who died in 1785. His mother, Rachel, died circa December 1795, resulting in the 
appointment of the guardian in January 1796. 

The underage Nathan had, on or about February 22, 1795, married Jeremiah Frasier' s 
daughter Martha, sister of Elizabeth. What sort of larceny or trespass Nathan and his sister-in- 
law allegedly collaborated in seems forever beyond our ken one of the delightful mysteries 

of genealogical research. 

Jeremiah Frasier served for many years as a Tyrrell justice. The Minutes show that he 
was almost always in attendance upon the Court, and was one of its most respected members. 
He had served in the Colonial Assembly and as a State Senator. He apparently spent the last 
years of his life a resident of Chowan County. 

Nehemiah Norman, Nathan's father, had served as a Tyrrell justice, and died while a 
member of the State Assembly. He was a planter, and kept an ordinary from 1760 until his 
death. 

Nathan and Martha Frasier Norman lived on Albemarle Sound, on Pea Ridge, 
Skinnersville District. This property may have been of the 400 acres left him by Nehemiah's 
will. Their children included Alfred (1804-1873), who became a notable circuit rider of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, serving from Ocracoke and Portsmouth Island, through coastal 
Carolina and the Carolina and Virginia Piedmont. Alfred's son, William Capers Norman 
(1847-1902) served in the Confederate army, graduated from Trinity College (of which he 
would become a Trustee), and preached at such churches as Edenton Street, in Raleigh, and 
Trinity, in Durham. Though married, he died without issue. 

Many items from the Tyrrell Minutes will trigger similar trains of genealogical 
recollections. Many others will provide a starting point.. .or "the missing link".. .needed for 
fruitful research. 

Ignore the Court Minutes at your peril! 

EAN 

(Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
Tyrrell County Wills 
Chowan County Will Abstracts. Pansy Elliot, 1976 
North Carolina Government, p. 1288-1299 
Tyrrell County Marriage Bonds 
The News and Observer, Dec. 8. 1902 
Research o/Winslow Womock, St. Michaels, MD) 
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CROOKE'S FERRY 



At October Term 1789, the Tyrrell County Court granted license to Clement Crooke 
for operation of a ferry from Plymouth to Edenton, and to Lockhart's, Ryan's, and 
Tomlinson's Landings. The last three were in Bertie County. 

Now, seven years later, Clement's widow Sarah, daughter of Stevens Lee (d. 1779), 
and her son Stephen, are granted leave to continue the family's ferry business. "Lockhart's no 
longer appears as a port of call, but "Robert West, or the shipyard" has been added. 

We note that the run to Edenton was provided for foot passengers only. If a ferryman 
could have held a straight course (which wind and tide would have prevented) the distance 
from Plymouth to Edenton was about 17 miles, including a 10-mile passage across the Sound. 
The Crookes were wise to leave the transport of skittish horses and wheeled vehicles to the 
Mackeys Ferry, which made the Edenton run from Kendricks Creek. We may imagine that the 
Crooke' s passengers for Edenton went by shallop, or by "great canoe" with a small sail and 
several paddlers. 

From July Term, 1796 

On Motion ordered that Sarah Crooke & Stephen Crooke of the town of 
Plymouth have leave to keep the ferries which were formarly granted to Clement 
Crook in his life time to wit; from Plymouth to Edenton a single man sixteen 
Shillings, if more than one twelve Shillings, from Plymouth to Robert West, or 
the Shipyard, eight Shillings for a single man, if more than one six Shillings — for 
a man and horse 12 Shillings, if more than one 10/. Carriage six Shillings per 

wheel including the horses of the same & the person riding in the same from 

Plymouth to Ryans Seven Shillings for a single person, if more than one six 
Shillings, a man & horse 12 Shillings, if more than one 10/. Carriadges Six 
Shillings per wheel including the horse or horses Drawing the Same, & the 
person riding in it — from Plymouth to Tomlinsons Six Shillings for a Single man 
if more than one five Shillings, a man & horse 10/, if more than one 8/, 
Carriadges five Shillings per wheel including the horse or horses drawing the 
Same, & the person or persons riding in the Same 

Ordered also that the Said Sarah Crooke & Stephen Crooke have a copy of Said 
order certified by the Clerck of the Court, & that the Same to be posted up in the 
house where the Said Sarah & Stephen live or in any other house where 
application may be made for going over the Said ferries. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

WE KNEW THIS, DIDN'T WE? 

The law of heredity is that all undesirable traits come from the other parent. 

Anon. 
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ASHLAND TO BELGRADE 
Pedigreed Immigrants From Kentucky 

Henry Clay (1777-1852), master of "Ashland" just outside of Lexington, Kentucky, 
was one of the most adroit and respected U.S. politicians. During his illustrious career he 
served in his state's legislature, in the U.S. Senate, and as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. He also served as Secretary of State, became the acknowledged leader of the 
Whig Party, and was the Whig candidate for president in 1844. For his successful efforts in 
achieving what many of his countrymen considered equitable trade-offs in the admission of new 
states to the Union (some "slave"; some "free"), he was accorded the title "The Great 
Compromiser". 

Concurrent with Mr. Clay's statesmanly pursuits, he saw to the efficient management of 
Ashland, including the careful breeding and honest marketing of mules. In 1841, Ebenezer 
Pettigrew bargained to buy 24 of those animals from Clay, with whom he had become well 
acquainted while serving as a Whig congressman from North Carolina. 

The mules and their drovers left Lexington on September 15 and arrived at "Belgrade", 
the Pettigrew plantation at present-day Creswell, after about 25 days on the road. Clay, 
writing to Pettigrew from Ashland November 10, 1841, commented on the critters' 
genealogy 

"The black mules are chiefly the get of a Poitou Jack that I imported from France; the 
two light bays mentioned in your letter were, I beleive, the get of a Jack, owned by me, that 
was produced by a Maltese Jack and a Jennette descended from the Knight of Malta, the 
property of Genl Washington." 

No comment was made of the ancestry of the one ill-fated beast that, having died on 
the long trek east, was denied the Scuppernong's pastures of paradise. 

EAN 

(Encyclopedia Britannica. 1971 ed.. Vol 5 
The Pettigrew Papers, Vol. II, pp 478, 484, 489) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

ADVERTISEMENT 

I have lying at my wharf on Scuppernong River from 3 to 500,000 22 and 13 
inch shingles, also a quantity of pipe, hogshead and barrell staves which I will sell 
on reasonable terms, & take payment in West India produce, or I will load on 
shares, one or two vessels from 60 to 75 tons burthen, for the West Indies. For 
further particulars apply to Alexander Millen in Edenton or to the subscriber, 
living two miles up Scuppernong River. 

Henry Starr 

(From The Edenton Gazette. Wednesday April 19, 1801) 
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ALBERTSON AND WIFE V. ROOKS 



Esau Albertson and Sarah his Wife is plaintiff versus Mary Rooks 
Defendant in a plea of the Case for Defamation and [setteth forth] that whereas 
Sarah one of the plaintiffs hath [ailways] well behaved her self towards all his 
Majesties Leige people and her good neighbours being ailways of a sober and 
Civill life and Conversation and hath never been Charged with any 111 or 
Scandalous Liveing or behaviour which the Defendant Mary Rooks Well 
Knowing Nevertheless the said Mary Rooks of meer malice and 111 will Intending 
thereby to Lessen the good Esteem of the said Sarah amongst all her good 
Neighbours and thereby Endeavouring to make the said Sarah one of plaintiffs 
Odious to all persons the said Mary Rooks the Defendant Did in the hearing of 
Divers Wittnesses Utter and pronounce these fals malicious an scandalous 
Words Viz. that Sarah Albertson one of the plaintiffs is a strumpitt and a 
murdering strumpitt an that she would prove the said Sarah Albertson to be a 
murdering strumpitt wherefore the plaintiffs say they are Damnified in their 
Creditt and Reputation in the sum of two hundred pounds sterling for which 
they bring theire action and prays Judgment for the same with Costs of sute and 
shall pray etc. 

Copia Vera Na. Chevin 

C. Cur. 

(Higher Court Records: General Court, October 1701) 

We can be reasonably certain that Mary Rooks was known to many of our ancestors 
living in Perquimans Precinct in 1701. We will meet Mary again... and again... in a future 
Journal article on our alleged Witches of the Albemarle. Ed.) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

DR. H.H. NORMAN 

Having opened an office in the town of Plymouth, respectfully tenders his 
professional services to the citizens of this place and surrounding county. Office 
at Norman & Bro.'s Drug Store, formerly occupied by Dr. Keith, where he can 
at all times be found, unless professionally engaged. Persons calling and finding 
the door closed will please call at the store of N.D. Norman, where information 
will be given of his whereabouts. 

Advertisement. 77k? Roanoke Cressent (Plymouth). July 1859. 

Dr. H. (Hardy) H. Norman (1834-1905) was son of Hardy (1802-1870) and Kezia(h) 
Hassell (1801-1892) Norman, and grandson of Nathan and Martha Frasier Norman. He is 
buried in the Hardy Norman cemetery, Pea Ridge in Skinnersville Township. He left no known 
issue. 
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COMSTOCK 



Know all men by these presents that I Job Comstock of Washington County NC 
for and in consideration of the affection I bear toward my two Natural born 
children (to wit) Maria Comstock, alias Maria Chapman, and Louis Comstock 
alias Louis Chapman, have given granted and conveyed unto said Maria and 
Louis, and equally to be divided and enjoyed between them - and by these 
presents do give grant and convey unto them as aforesaid all the property of what 
name or nature soever it any be of that I may have a claim unto in consequence of 
the death of my honored father Job Comstock, Esq. late of East Greenwich, State 
of Rhode Island, deceased. 

However it is always to be considered that as I am in a very low state of health 
and expect never to recover this conveyance is to operate as a Donatis causa- 
mortes - and to be of no effect if I should recover - but if I should not recover 
from this low state of health and ie this conveyance to be of full force and virtue - 
In witness of all which I have hereunto set my hand and seal this sixteenth day of 
September 1811. In the presence of Daniel Bateman. (signed) Job 
Comstock (seal) 

Appeared in open court Daniel Bateman and proved the within Deed of Gift. 
Ordered registered- 
signed) S. Downing 

c.c.c. 

Registered the 17th day of February 1812. 

(signed) Jas. Jones, Regr. 

VCH 

(WCGS will appreciate any information on Job Comstock, of Rhode Island, and of 
Maria and Louis Chapman, alias Comstock.) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

POOR-MOUTHING BY THE ROANOKE BEACON 
W. Fletcher Ausbon, Editor 
May 26, 1893 

'The cholera is said to be transferable in greenback money. We need no quarentine at 
this office, our friends are protecting us along this line. If we never contract a disease until we 
get it from paper money, we have no fears " 

In 1893, the Beacon was published every Friday. Subscription price $1 .00 per year. 
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GREAT SCOT, EPH! 
From Tyrrell County Marriage Register: 1877-1909 

License issued March 23, 1887. 

Ephraim Pritchett, age 56, to Sarah A. Davenport, age 30 

License issued December 19, 1889 

Ephraim Pritchett, age 60, to Mary E. Wright, age 22 

"YOUNG" EPHRAIM PRESCRIBES 

Ephraim Pritchett had been married, and raised a family, before his marriage to Sarah 
Davenport. A son, Ephraim, kept a country store near Scuppernong Church during this 
writer's boyhood. This Ephraim was father of Harry Pritchett, long-time member and 
Chairman of the Washington County Board of Commissioners. 

Now, young "Eph" (as he was known to all) had a great sense of humor, and was 
always joking with his customers. One of them, a black lady of the neighborhood, one day 
complained of "ring-around", a painful inflammation around the finger nail. "Why, Aunt (the 
name escapes me), you just go home, and get your hatchet, and go to the chopping block, and 
cut that finger oflfbetween the nail and the joint. I tell you, it won't ever hurt you no more", 
joked Eph, with no thought of malice. 

John Stillman, of Pea Ridge, heard this story when a child. A good many years ago, 
and many years after the event, he made a business call upon the lady. He found her sitting on 
the porch, a-rockin', and questioned here about Eph's advice. The now-ancient woman 
immediately held up a truncated finger. 

"Mr. Eph told me what to do", she said, "and it ain't hurt a day since." 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

BOUND 

"Ordered that John Norman orphan of Steven Norman deed be bound unto John 
Giles until he arrives to the age of twenty years & the said John Giles is to learn 
the said orphan to read, write & cypher as far as the Rule of three." 

(Tyrrell County Court Minutes, April Term 1786) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"Independent in all things, Neutral in nothing" 

From masthead of The Plymouth Banner. Published in the 1 850' s. 
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CAPTAIN HENRY STARR 
A Prominent Citizen of the Scuppernong 



Petition of Henry STARR of Tyrrell Co., NC, states that he married 
Margaret MEWIR/MUVIR [MUIR?] in 1791 and supported her, during which 
time she has had three children and is now pregnant with a fourth, "two of which 
she publicly says your petitioner is not the father of . . . She ... has abandoned 
herself to drunkenness and the destruction of your petitioner's property and ruin 
of their children ..." Petitioner prays the Legislature to grant a divorce. 
Enclosed with this petition are five depositions, including those of two women, 
who support the petitioner's statements, and the signatures of fifteen subscribers. 
In House and in Senate on 10 Dec. 1800, and referred to Committee. Report of 
Committee of Propositions and Grievances recommend approval of a divorce bill 
to grant relief to Henry STARR, who shall not be answerable for debts contracted 
by his wife Margaret, and that said Margaret shall not have any right or title of 
dower on the estate of said Henry STARR. In House and Senate, 15 Dec. 1800, 
read 3d time, amended and passed. (GASR Nov.-Dec. 1800, Box 2: Folder "SB 
10 Dec"). 

Bill to repeal Act for relief of Henry STARR of Tyrrell Co. Further, that 
Margaret STARR, wife of said Henry STARR, shall be entitled to her dower and 
otherwise inherit all property which she would have entitled to be Law as though 
the repealed act had never been passed. In House (15 Dec. 1801) and in Senate 
(18 Dec. 1801), read 3d time, and ordered engrossed. (GASR Nov. -Dec 1801, 
Box I: Folder l 'HB 28 Nov. "). 

(Divorces & Separations, from Petitions to the N.C. General Assembly. 
Transcribed in NCGSJ, Vol XVII, May 1992.) 



That Captain Starr obtained his freedom from Margaret (by divorce or Act 
of God) is made plain by his marriage, on or about 17 August, 1803, to Sarah 
Davenport. Sarah, nee Arnold, was daughter of Joseph (wp 1801) and Morning 
(wd 1807) Arnold. 

This marriage, probably a happier one than Henry's first, produced at least 
two children, Elizabeth (Betsey) and Mariah. There may have been just a tad of 
family tension in July 1804 when Henry gave bond for a bastard begotten upon 
one Elizabeth Alexander. But this was probably mitigated by his appointment, at 
the same term of court, as Tyrrell County Coroner. 

Court Minutes of July 1812 show Sarah as "widow of Henry Starr". In 
1813, Sarah's petition for dower included the "wharf and warehouse", but this 
was denied by the Court, which ruled that those properties were properly included 
in the estate.... and to be shared by all of the heirs. These "heirs", we surmise, 
included the children borne by first wife, Margaret. 
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In August 1814, Richard Wood was appointed guardian of Betsey and 
Mariah Starr, "orphans of Henry...." This is a strong indication, but not proof, 
that Sarah was now deceased. 

By mid-1817, Joseph Starr, probably a younger brother of Henry, was the 
girls 1 guardian. Joseph, the progenitor of the prominent Starr families of our area, 
is said to have "come to America on a load of salt". Was Capt. Henry master of 
the vessel? 

One of Margaret's children, William Henry Starr, may have become a 
minister. A preacher of that name was on the Camden and Edenton Circuits in 
1819. 

VLE 

(Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
Tyrrell County Wills 
Tyrrell County Superior Court Minutes 
History of Methodism in Currituck County, NC 1772-1972) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

DEATH OF CHARLES LATHAM, ESQ. 
By Thos. S. Armistead 
The Roanoke Beacon. May 26, 1893 
(Excerpted by WCGS) 

At his home in this town, on Saturday morning last, Charles Latham, Esq. the oldest and 
one of the most prominately known of our citizens departed this life in his 83 d year. 

Mr. Latham was born in Beaufort County March 21st 181 1 and removed to Washington 
County in early manhood, residing here continuously to his death 

Serving at first as constable he came to be elected sheriff, holding the position for 
fourteen years. During the Ante bellum days and until the abolishment of the old County Court 
of Pleas and Quarter Sessions he was a member of and sometime chairman of the body 

He was called several times to serve Washington County in the General Assembly of the 
State, both in the Senate and House 

Locating in Plymouth, when it could scarcely be called a village, he grew up identified 
with much of its solid improvement and advanced by his own labor and means many of the 
values belonging to it today. He was married four times — his last wife surviving him — and lived 
to rear a large family of sons and daughters, men and women of intelligence, character, and 
influence — the Hon. L.C. Latham, ex-Congressman, of Greenville being his oldest living. Some 
years ago Mr. Latham connected himself with the Methodist church of this town and lived and 
died in that Connection 
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FROM THE MINUTES 
The Washington County Board of Commissioners 

2 January. 1888 

[Paid] Dr. A.P. Murrey $42.00 for medical attention to Gatsey Toodle and for 
amputating Levi Bowen's hand with Dr. Ward as assistant. 

31 Se ptember. 1888 

To the Hon. Board of Commissioners 
Washington County 

Gents. 

I will do the Poor House practice of this county for one dollar a visit and furnish 
medicines except for chronic, long standing cases, on condition that the Outside pauper 
practice be given to me entirely, at regular rates, surgical cases at regular rates and assistance 
extra, or.... 

I will do the the Poor House practice for $50.00 & furnish medicines, with extra only 
for assistance in surgical cases when absolutely necessary, provided all Outside pauper practice 
be given me at regular rates. 

Respcy 
W.H. Ward* 

[The Commissioners chose the first of Dr. Ward's proposals.] 

3 December. 1888 

Nathan Franks was licensed as a "peddler"; Soloman Adler as a "one horse peddler." 

* Dr. William Hardison Ward (1857-1930) and his wife, Jessie Garrett (1860-1903) are buried 
beneath six-foot crosses in an iron-fenced plot in the Grace Episcopal Churchyard, 
Plymouth. Dr. Ward's inscription proclaims him son of "Warren & Alexina S. Ward". 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

HORNTHAL 

We regret to learn of the death of Mr. Jacob Hornthal who died at his 
home in Baltimore on Wednesday night. The dec'd was a member of the 
tobacco firm of Hornthal & Diches, of Baltimore, and a brother of our 
townsmen. Mess. L.H. and Louis Hornthal, who left yesterday for Baltimore to 
be present at the funeral. 

The Roanoke Beacon. May 5, 1903. 
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A COLLINS TRAGEDY 
And A Solemn Cortege to the Ferry 

Today's visitor to Somerset Place, the magnificent ante-bellum home of Josiah Collins 
III, is bemused by the proximity of the manor house and the great "Collins" canal. 1 The two 
are separated only by the width of the carriage drive. 

Anyone must surely ask, "How could they raise small children in such a place? Weren't 
they inviting disaster, with deep water less than twenty feet from the porch steps?" Yes. And 
disaster ravenously accepted the invitation one wintry late afternoon, as the sun sank behind 
cypress and sycamore. Ebenezer Pettigrew and his son, William, provide the sad details. 



Bonanza 2 Feb 3, 1843 

My Dear William 

It is with deep regret I inform you that Hugh & Edward Collins 3 were 
drowned last evening together with two little negro boys one of them Harry last 
son. It would be well if on the receit of this you come in as there will be want of 
some person to sit up tonight & and also a respect which you owe to the family. 
We are well and wend our love to you Your affect father 

E. Pettigrew 

(Addressed) Mr. W.S. Pettigrew 4 
Belgrade 5 



William Pettigrew, no admirer of Mr. Collins, came in to the lake from Belgrade and 
discharged his neighborly duties with efficiency and sincere sympathy. His account of the sad 
event was found among his family's papers, now in the North Carolina Archives 

Edward and Hugh Collins were drowned in their Father's canal on 
Thursday 4 1/2 P.M. Feb. 2d 1843. They were seen by my father's servant Jim 
as he carried the mail over, together with two Negro boys nearly of the same age 

in a boat in the canal midway between the dwelling house and the mill. As Jim 

crossed the bridge on his return, he perceived the heads of the boys above the 
water. He immediately gave the alarm. Mr. Collins and Joseph Newberry [the 
overseer] were in a field a mile or half a mile from the spot. William Newberry 
[under overseer] was at the mill; he immediately had the mill gates shut in order 
to prevent the bodies passing through them; there not being sufficient force to 
close the Lake gates, they remained open until force came from the field. As 
soon as Jim had given the alarm, Mr. Fitzgerald [the minister at Somerset Place] 
and he ran to the spot. Mr, F. insisted on Jim leaping in to extricate them, but 
the latter refused on the ground that he would be numbed, whereupon Mr. F. 
leaped in himself, without any alternation in his clothing; in a short while he 
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became numbed and had it not been for Jim's timely assistance would have sunk 
to rise no more, the water being ten feet deep. 

In about an hour after they were first discovered, Mr. Collins and Joseph 
Newberry arrived together with a number of Negroes. The upper gates were 
closed and the lower ones opened; the water soon fell, leaving it waist deep. 
Joseph Newberry and Dick Blount (a Negro man) took out the children. They 
had been drowned a half hour or hour when they were taken from the canal. 

Edward and Hugh were carried to their Father's house, and placed in 
separate rooms, that both might derive the utmost benefit from the fire. They 

were rubbed incessantly, ? and other applications were used but 

all in vain My brother Charles 6 , with others, was rubbing Hugh. After an 

hour or two had elapsed, and their efforts were evidently unavailing, Mrs. Collins 
being in the same room, asked the Dr. if there was an hope — "None madam" 
was the reply. Then followed a subline scene: she kissed her child with a 
mother's fondness. With firmness bordering heroism, the silent tear trickling 
down her cheek, she addressed him as follows — "Farewell my dear son; you are 
promising buds (hesitating a moment) destined to bloom in heaven, which has 
been my aim— my chief aim". Then taking her remaining children that were in 
the room to the lifeless body - said - "Come, look at your dear brother— there 
are but five of us now." She then took leave of the gentlemen in the room, and 
thanked them for their kindness. 

The bodies were shrouded late in the afternoon, after tea the coffin was 
carried into the room, and the bodies placed in it. About 9 the family made their 
appearance to take farewell of the objects of their affection before the lid was 
closed 

On Saturday morning, soon after daylight, the coffin, containing the two 
brothers, was placed in my Father's barouche 7 , bound securely with cords. Two 
of the gentlest horses on Mr. Collins plantation were to draw them, a servant 
was to ride one of the horses, William Newberry and myself to ride in front on 
horseback, two Negro outriders in the rear, and Mr. Riggs [Mrs. Collins' 
brother] in a sulky behind the entire company. In this manner we 

proceeded until we reached the Ferry (Macky's) 8 . Mr. and Mrs. Collins, 

together with the gentlemen of the household, arrived at 3 o'clock, an hour later. 
Immediately upon their arrival the steamboat left for Edenton with its charge. 
Mr. Collins thanked me most affectionately for the little service I had rendered. 

Thus ends William Pettigrew's account. 9 

Writing to his youngest son, Johnston 10 , a few days after the tragedy, Ebenezer 
Pettigrew reported that he had had "the painful task to perform of laying out of shrouding the 
poor little boys." 



1 Collins Canal. Also known as "Transportation" and "Somerset" Canal. It is the Tyrrell- 
Washington county line from Lake Phelps to the Scuppernong River. 
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2 Bonanza. Lakeside plantation of Ebenezer Pettigrew. The house stood about 1/4 mile east 
of the Somerset manor house. 

3 Hugh and Edward. Sons of Josiah III and Mary Riggs Collins. They share a tomb in the 
churchyard of St. Paul's, Edenton. 

4 William S. Pettigrew. Second of the three surviving sons of Ebenezer. 

5 Belgrade. Pettigrew plantation near Creswell (Creswell not in existence in 1843), under 
management of William. Formerly home of his grandfather, the Rev. Charles. 

6 Charles Pettigrew. Eldest son of Ebenezer. He would manage Bonarva after Ebenezer 
moved to his adjoining "Magnolia" in 1844. 

7 Barauche. Considered a luxury vehicle. Convertible top; two facing seats; driver's "box" at 
front. Drawn by two horses. 

8 Mackey's Ferry. On south shore of Albemarle Sound at mouth of Kendrick's Creek, about 
eight miles east of Plymouth. By shortest route, about 25 miles from Somerset. 

9 From Somerset Place and Its Restoration. William S. Tarleton, Dept. of State Archives, 
1954. An excellent work that may be read at the Washington or Tyrrell County libraries. 

10 James Johnston Pettigrew. The youngest of the three surviving sons of Ebenezer. In 
February 1843, a student at Bingham's School, Hillsboro. Twenty years later, he would lead 
his troops fartherest in the Confederate charge (July 3, 1863) at Gettysburg. Buried at 
Bonarva. 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THE COST OF DYING 
Getting Expensive by 1883 

1883 Estate of Dempsey Woodley 

To J.W. Spruill 
For furnishing — making Coffin 

for Dempsey Woodley deed $12.75 

Recv Payment in full for above a/c of Eli Snell Admr 
April 21th 1883 J.W. Spruill 

To gather around the coffin, Dempsey (1838-1883) left wife Lucinda (1846-1910) and 
four children, Julius P., James L., Charles M, and Joseph D. 

(Snell Papers, Private Collection) 
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HIRED OUT 
Hetty and Children: 1850 



Terms upon which Franklin Snell admr of Absalom Davenport deed lets 
on hire the negroes belonging to the estate of said deed are mentioned in the 
obligation here under written the negro woman Hetty and her three children Bil 
Charles and Peter are to be let out together and to be clothed by the hirer as 
follows Viz 

The woman two shirts and one out side dress for summer one shirt one 
coat one out side dress of new cloth suitable for negro woman one pair of double 
soled shoes one pair stockings one hat and two new large blankets for winter Bill 
and Charles is to have three shirts three pair of trousers one jacket one vest one 
hat one pair of socks and one pair of shoes each Peter is to have such clothing as 
is suitable and sufficient for such a child, the above Negroes is not to be sent by 
or to work upon water nor is to be carried out of Washington County all the 
above negroes to be let out together until the 24th of December 1850 and then 
to be returned to Franklin Snell at his own home this the 28 day of Deer 1 849 

Hetty and her three children bid off to be kept for the sum of thirty 
dollars by Hester Ann Davenport 

hir 

T est Hester Ann x Davenport 

Ashbury Norman mar k 

Saml W. Davenport 

(Snell Papers, Private Collection) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

MIDWIFE 

February 

17th 1837 Ann Oliver to 

Sarah Phelps 
Midwife fee for Negro woman Lydia $2 -- 

Personly came before me and proved the above account in dew form of Law 
June the 12th 1838 

Ashbury Norman JP 

(Snell Papers) 
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OBITUARY 
Edward Roland Spruill 

Skinnersville, April 17 — Funeral services of Mr. Edward Roland Spruill, age 66 
years, were conducted Thursday afternoon April 12 at three-thirty o'clock. 
Interment was made in the family cemetary. Mr. Spruill died very suddenly 
Wednesday afternoon, death resulting from heart disease. 

The deceased was a prominent farmer in this section and well known 
throughout the county, having served two years as county commissioner and for 
many years as magistrate. 

Mr. Spruill leaves his wife, Mrs. Patty Spruill, one daughter, Miss Mary 
Spruill, who is a student of Chowan College, four sons, Messrs. Edward of 
Windsor, Leon, Henry and Jim Spruill of this place, and two brothers, Messrs. 
J.C. Spruill of Plymouth and H.C. Spruill of Kinston. 

He was a consistant member of Rehoboth church. 

The Ronaoke Beacon, April 20, 1 923 

[Edward R. Spruill' s grave is in the Frederick Spruill (1822-1867) Cemetery just off 
Arnold's Loop Road", Pea Ridge, Skinnersville Township.] 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

103% TURNOUT 

Creswell, N.C., May 1, 1903. There was an election of town officers 
here today. Cahoon and Howell for Mayor. Cahoon 24, Howell 12. 36 votes, 
but as there are only 35 voters in town, it shows that the box was stuffed 

The Roanoke Beacon. May 5, 1903 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"If a man could have half his wishes, he would double his troubles." 

Quoted in The Plymouth Banner, October 31, 1856 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"A politician thinks of the next election; a statesman of the next generation." 

James Freeman Clarke (1810-1888) 
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PERAD VENTURE WE SEEK OUR ANCESTRAL HERITAGE 

Those first years in the life of Albemarle County were marked by settlement of people 
who started out in colonies established north of, what is presently, North Carolina; colonies 
which had not long been established. It was declared as early as 1665 that people came only 
because of the availability of fertile land, the favorable climate being a welcome premium. The 
settlers were predominantly English and it seems were happy to be away from there. 

For the purpose of this item it would seem that they were so glad to be able to pursue a 
new way of life that such restrictive matters as establishing class or social order seemed 
repugnant Restrictive government was largely unwanted although most looked to a small 
measure of law and order that would render justice and, perhaps, a little security. In this vein it 
was nearly universal that a written record of family events was rarely kept, or if kept at all, was 
done so casually that survival of the record extended little beyond the life time of the family 
member. 

For a few years in my own life, as I recall those years from 10 to 14, my father carried 
me with him to visit various older members of the Swain family. I think now that he wanted 
me to learn in the only way available the family's history, for a good part of the conversation 
was about members of the family, a goodly portion of them no longer living. There were so 
many family members living then that were gone when I started research m the family history 
that I wish I could remember every word that was said. Moreover it seems odd, when I finally 
find a small item that I might have previously overlooked, to realize I had known about that 
incident all along from one of those visits. It cannot be stressed enough that we must take 
advantage of the memories of our elders to the greatest extent possible, as constantly as 
possible, for the day will surely come when they will be gone. 

If we wonder how we can ever put enough pieces together so that a picture of our 
ancestor will emerge, shouldn't we then pause and make tracks so that those who follow us 
can have a picture of our existence. It is so amazing to note how broad the river of the family 
has grown steming from any source, the father, the grandfather, or if the viewer has reached 
senior status, the progeny which he himself has sired. The same would be true, perhaps even 
more so if the viewer is female, for women live longer and have the stronger urge to search tor 
their antecendents. The family Bible is very important; a photograph album has a quality of its 
own, particularly if all the pictures are labeled; but the most interesting keepsake of all would 
be a narrative account of anecdotes about individuals to add life to the record. 

The pursuit of genealogy is more art than science, especially when it is sought in 
retrospect, because it more often than not is anything but exact. It never seems interesting to 
those who just look on but, just a little contact is contagious and, once begun, provides a 
degree of satisfaction that encourages use of all available spare time. And every turn of the 
pursuit opens new and curious channels. 

LLS 

March 30, 1990 
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Ward. Warren 54 

Ward, William Hardison. Dr 54 

Warrington, Thomas 44 

Washington, NC 39 

Wells, Joseph 41 

West, Robert 47 

White. Joshua 35 

Williams. John G 35 

Winslow. Mary Chilton 39 

Wood, Richard 53 

Woodley, Ann (Nancy) 31 

Woodley, Ann Elizabeth 31 

Woodley, Bailey 31 

Woodley, Charlotte (Long?) 31 

Woodley, Daniel 31 

Woodley, Dempsey 57 

Woodstock 38 

Wright, Mary E 51 
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